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Abstract

This study aims to examine the characteristics and components of the cultural
capital of the Tai Song Dam ethnic group in U Thong District, Suphan Buri Province, and to
analyze the processes involved in managing this cultural capital for the development of
creative tourism. It also seeks to propose guidelines for advancing creative tourism based on
the community’s cultural assets. The research employed a qualitative methodology,
collecting data through in-depth interviews with community leaders, local scholars, the
founder of the Tai Dam Cultural Restoration Center, and local government agencies, as well
as field observations and document analysis.

The findings reveal that the Tai Song Dam community possesses rich and
distinctive cultural capital-including language, traditional dress, rituals, and indigenous
knowledge-all of which hold strong potential for creative tourism development. However,
the community’s tourism management remains in an early stage and still relies heavily on
external support from provincial cultural offices, local administrative organizations, and the
Tourism Authority of Thailand, particularly in areas such as public relations, development
of tourism media, and upgrading local activities to meet provincial standards.

The study indicates that the development of creative tourism within the Tai Song
Dam community should be grounded in a “community-centered” approach that empowers
local people to participate in planning and directing development efforts. Meanwhile,
government agencies should act as facilitators, providing knowledge and resources to
ensure balanced development across economic, social, and cultural dimensions. Such an
approach will contribute to the sustainable preservation of Tai Song Dam identity.
Keywords: Cultural Capital Management, Tai Song Dam Ethnic Group, Creative

Tourism
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