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Abstract

This study aims to investigate: (1) the history and cultural capital reflected through
the Rice Spirit Ceremony in Nong Muet Village, San To Subdistrict, Khantharawichai
District, Kamphaeng Phet Province; (2) the relationship between the Rice Spirit Ceremony
and the strength of the community in Nong Muet Village; and (3) ways to preserve, sustain,
and develop the Rice Spirit Ceremony in Nong Muet Village. This research is conducted as
qualitative research using field study methods and structured interviews. The researcher
conducted field observations, in-depth interviews, and gathered data from documents and
local sources to obtain comprehensive information encompassing historical, cultural, and
social perspectives from 10 key informants.

The study found that: (1) The Rice Spirit Ceremony in Nong Muet has existed since
the time of the ancestors of the Thai-Lao Khang ethnic group who migrated and settled during
the reign of King Rama III. The transmission of beliefs regarding Phosop (the Rice Goddess),
gratitude toward the land, and the value of rice occurs through families and elders, continuing
to be passed down to future generations. Although the format has changed over time, the
beliefs and bonds between people and the land remain the core essence that sustains the Rice
Spirit Ceremony to this day. (2) The Rice Spirit Ceremony plays a significant role in
strengthening the community in Nong Muet, enhancing cooperation among villagers, unity,
and increased communication. (3) The annual organization of the ceremony, supported by

budget and coordination from the Subdistrict Administrative Organization (SAO), allows



villagers to conduct the ceremony conveniently. It provides opportunities for youth to
participate and absorb cultural values from a young age, showcasing the community's unity
and cooperation to outsiders, and can be expanded into cultural tourism activities that generate
income for the community.

Keywords: community resilience, Soukhuan Khao ritual, Ban Nong Mueat,cultural capital,

social capital
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