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Abstract

This study, entitled “Voting Behavior in Local Executive Elections: A Case
Study of Khao Phra Subdistrict Administrative Organization, Rattaphum District,
Songkhla Province,” aimed to examine citizens’ voting behavior and their
perceptions of factors associated with electoral decision-making in local politics.
The study approached local elections as a mechanism of political participation
through which citizens exercise their electoral rights and select candidates to
administer public affairs at the local level. A quantitative survey design was
employed. The sample consisted of 396 eligible voters drawn from a population of
10,459. Data were collected through questionnaires and analyzed using descriptive
statistics, including frequency, percentage, mean, and standard deviation.

The findings indicated that respondents’ overall voting behavior was at the
highest level, with a mean of 4.26 and a standard deviation of 0.64.

The intention to exercise voting rights recorded the highest mean score of
4.42, while independently considering information before making a voting decision
was another important aspect of voting behavior. Regarding the four dimensions
associated with electoral decision-making, candidate characteristics obtained a
mean score of 4.38, followed by policies and performance at 4.22, election
campaigning and political communication at 4.10, and social influence at 3.83. The
overall mean for these four dimensions was 4.14.

From a political science perspective, the findings suggest that electoral
decision-making in local politics involves the assessment of candidate
characteristics alongside the consideration of policies and performance. These
factors form part of the basis on which voters evaluate political alternatives.

Election campaigning and political communication provide channels through which



voters receive information about candidates, while social influence represents
another factor associated with their decisions. The results contribute to an
understanding of grassroots political participation through the electoral process.

Keywords: Voting Behavior; Local Elections; Political Decision-Making; Political

Participation; Khao Phra Subdistrict Administrative Organization
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