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Abstract

This article examines the current conditions, problems, and barriers affecting
cultural tourism at Bang Phli Old Market in Bang Phli District, Samut Prakan Province,
and proposes collaborative approaches to its revitalization that respect local
identity and cultural capital. The study employed a qualitative case-study design.
Data were collected through document review, semi-structured interviews, and field
observation. Twenty key informants were purposively selected: four community
leaders or representatives, six market entrepreneurs, five community residents, and
five representatives of government or related agencies. Data were analyzed using
content and thematic analysis. The findings indicate that Bang Phli Old Market
retains significant cultural assets, including historic wooden buildings and
shophouses, community livelihoods and trading practices, local foods and desserts,
the Rap Bua tradition, and connections among the market, temple, and Khlong
Samrong. However, socioeconomic changes have reduced the role of some
traditional practices. Other challenges include irregular tourism activities and
publicity, limitations in visitor facilities and funding, and insufficiently continuous
coordination among stakeholders. The article recommends revitalizing the market
around verifiable local identity, reconnecting the market experience with the canal
and surrounding cultural places, developing regular cultural activities, creating
reliable information on visitor facilities, and establishing a collaborative mechanism
with shared goals, clear responsibilities, coordinated resources, and ongoing
monitoring. Community members and entrepreneurs should participate
meaningfully in decision-making.
Keywords: cultural tourism; old market revitalization; cultural capital; community

participation; Bang Phli Old Market
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