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Abstract

This study, entitled “Promoting Community Participation in Organizing Sports
Competitions: A Case Study of Nong Chok District, Bangkok,” aimed to (1) examine
the processes used to promote public participation in organizing sports competitions
and (2) identify approaches to promoting participation that are appropriate to the
local context. A qualitative case study approach was employed. Ten key
informants were purposively selected, comprising two district office officials, two
community leaders, two sports ground volunteers, two representatives from a sports
club and an educational institution, and two residents or sports activity participants.
Informants’ accounts and relevant documents were examined through content
analysis, involving data categorization, comparison of perspectives, and thematic
synthesis in accordance with the research objectives.

(3)

The findings revealed that sports competitions relied on collaboration among
government agencies, community leaders, volunteers, sports clubs, educational
institutions, religious institutions, the private sector, and residents. Activities included
both those conducted under agency guidelines and those initiated by communities.
Community leaders and volunteers played key roles in coordination, venue
preparation, publicity, and competition management, while agencies and partner

organizations provided funding, equipment, and personnel. Participation was most



evident during implementation, whereas opportunities to contribute to planning,
resource-related decisions, and evaluation varied according to the type of activity.
Informants perceived benefits in terms of opportunities for physical activity, platforms
for young people to demonstrate their abilities, stronger interpersonal relationships,
and opportunities to sell goods locally. However, major constraints included funding,
equipment and playing field conditions, personnel knowledge, publicity, and the
scope of shared decision-making. The available data were insufficient to establish
long-term health or economic outcomes or a direct reduction in social problems.
Approaches to promoting participation should enable residents to help shape
activities from the outset, establish clear coordination mechanisms and
responsibilities, develop the capabilities of personnel and volunteers, plan for the
maintenance of playing fields and equipment, and use communication channels that
reach diverse groups. Stakeholders should also participate in evaluation and apply
lessons learned to improve subsequent activities. The findings suggest that
strengthening participation requires simultaneous attention to opportunities for
shared decision-making, collaborative networks, and the readiness of personnel and
resources. Participant numbers alone should not be treated as a comprehensive
measure of success, and competitions should be linked to ongoing community sports
activities.
Keywords: public participation, sports competition organization, collaborative

networks, community sports, Nong Chok District
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