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PATTERNS OF PARTICIPATION AND APPROACHES TO THE SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT OF ECOTOURISM IN THE KHOK KHAM MANGROVE FOREST,
SAMUT SAKHON PROVINCE
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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to 1) examine the patterns of participation and 2) explore
approaches to the sustainable development of ecotourism in the Khok Kham Mangrove
Forest, Samut Sakhon Province. Semi-structured in-depth interviews were conducted with 15
key informants selected by purposive sampling: five Marine Conservation Volunteers
(Asa Samak Phitak Thale: ASTL), four community leaders, and six government officials. The
data were analyzed by content analysis and verified by source triangulation.

The findings were as follows. 1) All three groups participated in different roles, with
carrying out activities being the most prominent. However, benefit sharing was uneven, with
Village No. 8 receiving fewer benefits and no system yet to direct tourism income into a
community fund, and monitoring and evaluation lacked a formal mechanism for community
oversight. 2) The approaches placed the community in the lead. Economically, they
emphasized income from local products and linking Village No. 3 with Village No. 8. Socially,
they emphasized hands-on awareness-building and resident participation in setting rules,
although opinions differed on limiting visitor numbers. Environmentally, they emphasized
waste management, role-sharing among all sectors, and a budget for restoring degraded
mangroves.

In conclusion, formal monitoring and evaluation with community participation should
be established, benefit sharing should be extended to all areas, particularly Village No. 8,
two-way communication between the community and agencies should be strengthened,
and the roles of the volunteers and community leaders should be supported continuously.

Keywords: Participation, Ecotourism, Khok Kham Mangrove Forest, Sustainable Development
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